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' A Theater Is Born

By Ayala Ben-Yehuda

t has been said thac it

takes a village to raise a

child. But it also takes a
village to raise a theater—
namely, the  Astoria
Performing Arts Center.

APAC, as it is known,
was conceived over a year |
ago by Astoria resident Sue |
Scannell, a former televi-
sion actress and singer
whose life had taken her
from a role on "Dynasty” a
dozen years earlier to a
role as director of a teen
summer theater program
at IS 126. That program
failed due to uneven atten-
dance at rehearsals, but a
cheerful Scannell said, "It
totally changed my life. [
fell in love with acting |
again.”

Like a Pied Piper, her
enthusiasm for children’s
drama inspired Astoria’s
entire artistic and com-

L)

. secured, Scannell held an
open audition last summer
for actors. Four hundred
showed up, and forty were
chosen for the privilege of
working for free and pitch-
ing in wherever they were
needed in the theater.

"It started out as a
community thing, but it
turned into a professional
thing. That surprised us
all," said Scannell, who
said that 75% of the com-
pany’s performers belong
to the stage actors’
S union—and live in Astoria.

APAC has grown pre-
cisely because of a willing-
ness on the part of its
actors, technicians and the
surrounding community to
contribute to its success. "I
called up a lumber store
and explained that I'm
with a non-profit theater
group, and the man on the

mercial "village” to help Sue Scannell, executive producer of the other end said, ‘Fax me
realize her dream, which Astoria Performing Arts Center

was to raise funds for
drama camps and after-school
programs in the community.
She set out to attract kids to
acting by forming an adule
professional repertory group
so that the kids would think it
was cool.

"I think God meant for this
to happen,” said Scannell,

APAC’s executive producer.
Perhaps literally, because the
Rev. Donald Olinger of the
Presbyterian  Church of
Astoria agreed to let Scannell’s
group use a church building
for nighttime rehearsals and
performances.

With a performance space

over a wish list of every-

thing you need.” So [ did,

and ever since then, he has
never said ‘no’ to me."”

Scannell sees a bright
future for APAC because of
the quality of the produc-
tions—and because of com-
munity support. “There’s a
vibe here,” she said. "I can't
explain it.”
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Seated from
left, Chris
Santangelo
and Tom
Knutson; and
standing,
Lauren
Milberger and
Joan Faust siar
in “Butierflies
Are Free” al
Astoria
Performing
Arts Center.

In ‘Butterflies Are Free,’
This Muse Is Good News

WHAT: “Butterflies Are Free,” at Astoria Performing
Arts Center.

WHY: A flower power play about a blind songwriter and
his romance with the muse next door marks the begin-
ning of the Astoria company’s second season.

The production is the first project in an ambitious
schedule of plays and musical performances planned
by executive director Susan Scanncll. Future shows in-
clude a jazz and cabaret concert in October and a trib-
ute to George Gershwin in November. “I Hate Hamlet”
and “Nunsense” are scheduled for February and May,
respectively. The group also intends to hold a play-writ-
ing contest in March and hopes to someday launch an
after-school and summer youth program. '

The 40-member repertory company’s aspirations
are reflected in “Butterflies,” written by Leonard
Gershe and starring Chris Santangelo as Don, the
would-be composer. When Don moves out of his
overprotective mother’s house and takes his own
apartment, he meets and falls in love with Jill, a
free-spirited actress played by Lauren Milberger.
(The 1972 movie version starred Goldie Hawn as
Jill.) Filling out the cast are Joan Faust as Mrs.
Baker and Tom Knutson as Ralph. The play is di-
rected by John Hurley.

Initially staged at the Booth Theatre in 1969, the
comedy-drama follows the young lovers as they learn
life lessons from one another and ultimately confront
Don’s disapproving mother. .
WHEN AND WHERE: Sunday, Sept. 22, 6 p.m; Friday, 8
p.m.; and Saturday, Sept. 28, 8 p.m., at Astoria Per-

forming Arts Center, 31-30 33rd St., Astoria. Final per-

formance on Sept. 29, 6 p.m.

HOW MUCH: $15, $12 students and seniors, $5 children
younger than 16.

GETTING THERE: Take the N or W train to Broadway,
walk one block north on 31st Street, turn right onto
31st Avenue and walk two blocks to 33rd Street.
MORE QUESTIONS: Call 718-278-5925.

Mawd Maallanwran
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Pléywright’s Queens Visit Simply ‘Nunsense’

The Astoria- Performing Arts
Center (APAC} met with a close
brush of off-Broadway last week
as their cast rehearsals for

."Nunsense™ were visited by Dan

Goggin. the man who wrote the
‘book, lyri¢s and composed the mu-
sic to the musical which ran off-

-

department is
_soon 1o arrive

Broadway for eight years.

A former seminarian,Goggin
was brought up in Roman Catholic
schools and has made an enterprise

‘out of funny nuns having written

five shows about the -sisters.
“Nunsense™ is the first In the se-
Ties. .

In time for Women’s History
Month. APAC
is producing
the feisty mu-
sical. about
five nuns who
put on a tal- Y
ent show to
raise money
fur the burial
of three nuns
who died
from food
poisoning.
The health

and the nuns
must get the
deceased sisters out of the freezer
and buried before they do.

Executive Producer Susan Scannell
- described the production as “justa

very. very'fun show. Brian Swasey,
APAC’s artistic director who is di-
recting the show, wrote Mr. Goggin

" a letter and this famous and suc-

cessful man accepted our invitation
to come see the theater. He will

~ be out of town for his newest ver-

sion - ‘Meshuggah-Nuns' - during
the run of our show and he offered
to come to a rehearsal. We were
thrilled!”

Goggin was also happy when he
entered the gymnasium of The Pres-

While rehearsing for its upcoming he;formance of
“Nunsense,” the Astoria Performing Arts Center
was visited by the play’s author Dan Goggin.

byterian Church of Astoria, which
donates the space for APAC to per-

" form. “This reminds me of the

very first performance, It was the -
same set-up,” the playwright and
composer said. I know itwillbe a
great show. The girls sound and
look great. Productions like these
are a pleasure for me to see.”

e®®20 0000 RnODeEe D,

.COMING SOON -

®Peecocovoevsssooe®
Coming Soon

SHOW: “Nunsense”

TIME: March 21, 22, 28 &
29 at 8 p.m.; March 23 &
30 at 6 p.m.

TICKETS: $15, $12 se-
niors/students, $5 under
16. Call 718-278-5925.
RESERVATIONS: emall
sueapac@cs.com

PLACE: APAC, 31-30 33rd
§t., Astoria

f
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Brian Swasey
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Artistic director of the Astoria
Performing Arts Center, a community
theater company at the Presbyterian

Church of Astoria. ol
il COMMITMENT

BIOGRAPHY . “Thave seen how quickly [the arts center]

30; native of Portland, Maine; bachelor’s has become part of the community. There

deg'r ee1n musical theater ﬁ:om the ~ has been so much support and such a great

University of New Hampshire; an actor response in terms of positive feedback and

and director, has ?Pl?eaf’ed Off-Broadway what it has done that I continue to stay

in “Nakec? Boys Smg"mg ; & member o.f » involved. Also we have gotten support from

the Astoria Performing Arts Center since [City Councilman] Peter Vallone Jr.’s

its inception in 2001; hved.—iﬁrSunnySlde office. It’s been an incredible thing to see

for eight years before moving to New and hopefully it's going to become a

Jersey a year ago. permanent arts organization in Astoria.

Our goal was to try to provide something
for the community that they didn’t have,
-and we have seen in the past three years
that we have done that and more.”

TUESDAY, JAN. 13, 2004 ® CITY EDITION
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CURRENT FOCUS

“‘As You Like It’ opens on Feb. 20 and will
run for six performances and we are also
seeking out performers for
‘Quintessentially Queens: A Musical
Revue, which will be at the end of March.”

LOOKING AHEAD

“Astoria is this up-and-coming arts
community. It's amazing the change that
has happened just in the past four to five
years. The amount and types of artists as
well as the amount of support for these
artists is tremendous and we're doing our
best to showcase them. . . . I also would
love to see us with our own facility and
my wish is that we have a permanent
home in the future.” — Sheila McKenna

www.nynewsday.com
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" PLAYWRIGHT ESTA FISCHER nd director David Remwars work on

Flscher’s play

-~ Jamaica playwright wins
~ APAC playwright contest

Playwnght Esta Fischer from Jamaica is
the wihner of The Astoria Performing Arts
Center’s Second Annual Playwright Contest.
More than 80 scripts were submitted from
across the country, according to APAC's exec-
utive producer, Susan Scannell.

“We were really excited to read Ester’s
script, ‘Invitation to a Mastectomy’ It is a
wonderful one-act play about family relation-
ships as we watch a husband, brother-inlaw
and mother-inJaw in a hospital waiting room
as a woman is undergoing surgery for a mas-
tectom,” Scannell said. “Ester’s approach is
through comedy as well as serio-drama — it’s
a very special play”

The performances will be directed by

Astoria resident David Renwanz. Fischer’s
winning one-act play will be presented along
with several original monologues performed

_by a variety of actors and actresses,

Scannell said that by presenting such
variety in one evening APAC is able to suipport

- the works and talents of many aspiring play-

wrights. “Each monologue is like a mini-play
in itself, so the audience will see lots of great
theater covering all sorts of styles and topics,”
she said.

The performances will be held May 16,17,
zamdﬁatspmandMaylaandZSatsm
at the Presbyterian Church of Astoria, 3130
33rdSL,IongIslandCItx

For more information call 718-278-5925.

50 CENTS

66 Total Pages.
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" The Original C

VER 150 CASTING NOTICES IN THIS ISSUE!
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ing Weekly for the Performing Aris.

JRIDGE AND
NNEL THEATER

ukn1in.dhm-}qm—hhohukmnﬂ
fh hrrouchs: where theader is thrivina.

Astoria Performing Arts Center (APAC)
has been around for three years. APAC
“includes adult theater, youth training summer
programs in musical theater. And, develops
writers, "our actors will read plays for them,”
says APAC founder, Susan Scannell

APAC is located at the Presbyterian

Church of Astoria on 33rd and Broadway.

"We used this donated space for the first two
years, so we could use our money for-other
things. The church saw us as an outreach for
the community,” said Scannell. APAC con-
tinues to use the church space for a small fee.
“In three years we’ve gotten to the profes-
sional and production value level most
theaters have at 10 years. We're at that level
because this community has contributed so
- much in- kind materials-building materi-
als, lumber, and everything," says Scannell.

APAC does five shows a season-a pub- I

lished musical, a published play, an original
play, some sort of revué-Scannell calls--a

wild card slot and a musical revue. This year -

APAC did Shakespeare for the first time.
APAC is one of only two equity showcase

theaters in the area. "What makes, us differ-

ent is the heart. There’s just a spirit,”

Scannell says. * 2 .
APAC funding including government

‘grams. The group is currently looking fora

space to create a3 performing arts center ar.xd
a cultural hub with the backing of Council-
man Peter Vallone, Jr, and Queens Borough

“In three years we've

gotten to the profes-

‘sional and production

value leave most theaters
have at 10 yeérs'. We’re at
that level because this
community has con-
tributed so rhuch_.”

L
|

President Helen Marshall. - . %
It is conveniently located two blocks from

" the subway and six blocks from the iree-

way-BQE, and Grand Central Parkway.
While there may be a larger variety of the-
aters in° Manhattan; for both the working
actor and-the theater lover to enjoy, you
should never couint the boroughs out. All
the bright lights burning in theaters are def- -
initely not limited to the streets of New York
City, around the Times Square mark. The-
aters in every direction from Manhattan are
Jocations were actors are pesforming unfor-
gettable productions that can move actors
alonig in their careers, helping them to have
exposure to a part that they might not nor-
mally be considered for, or help the
blossoming playwright to have 2 place to
hear his works read. These theaters offer
- audiences a local spot to visit and bave 2
delightfully entertaining experience.



~ “go'star was Maczulay- Culkin, fresh from his megahit
.. "Home Alon¢,™ and hier name was on the lips of every 10-.
- “yearoldboyin America. - ..~ : 15
= " .Aftera séquelto that movie and roles in a few other - |
_films; Ms> Chinmskyshiftad gears and enrolled at the”
ufed,- beseeching. - - Universt y -of-Chicagy, where she majored in interna-.
Joid:Atieelo froni her spot ot ihe freethrow line. - “tional relationsDrawn to writing, she moved to New .
‘poalwas 10 win the release of her hrother, Clandio, - -~ York after graduation and-went {0 work as a fact eheck-.
iyho had been sentenced to death for indulging ' pre- - er for the Zagat guides. “I ended up making a bargain .
imarital sex. “O! That's sudden!” she continued breath- . with God,” M3, Cilumsky.said the other day. “Wherever
dessly, ber eyes wide and her expression heartbroken. .. yougive meajob;that’s where 'l go.” L
espearean scholars out there: Her pleas ot  rants and another working for a publisher, thoughts of
work) . - acting kept ¢reeping into her mind. “For so long 1 had
" More than a decade ago, Ms. Chiumsky, then a 10- suppressed it,” she said, “and all of a sudden I'was like,
iyéar-ul'd from Chicags, was acting in a far more star- Anna,what the heck is wrong with you?” . )
atmosphere. As Vada Sultenfuss, the winning - Mm_mﬁ&cm“mmiﬂmakma{lfﬂl}ﬂme
iand protagonist of the hit 1991 movie “My Girl,” she job out of simply trying:to.return to the business; her
Hvered a mature and true-tolife performance of a - lﬂemandlmﬂsaydmmandmmmmmﬁmod-
iirl coping with the death of loved ones in the 70°s. Her . est arena, she said, she found that playiog the virfuous
1311‘ R : . Jsabella was a thrill. The comedy, a production of.the
onprofitss S P srforindag. ;1.5.:4 her
-- 1o Shakespeare, which; She'Sxd, “will feed me for the
rest of my career” Her next production is a reading of
_sAlice a -musical version of the Alice in Wonderland
. “Zstory, to be presented tomorrow at the York Theater
"~-“Company inManhattan, -~ "
.- Though:the-toute:to stardom is often long and
““freacherqus, Ms. Chiumsky has faith in New York.
s days, when she-is feeling a Jittle lost, she strolls”
: t':;:@mdﬁmessmme.lmkinganheughm.mepeople
- " and the Brdadway marquees. “It’s a place you come io
- --test gvery bit of your will,” she said. “And it’s thrilling.” -
L S O B ey O JEFF VANDAM
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In 1991 it was “IMy Gtk
with Macaulay Culkin:.

Now, it’s "Measure:
for Measure” in
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PLAYB ILL

Serving ti!gatr& since 1884

Astoria Theatre Company Seeks New Home

By Kenneth Jones
May 16, 2005

The Astoria Performing Arts Center (APAC), the yvyoung Equity
company that has operated as guests of The Presbyterian
Church of Astoria for four years, is experiencing growing
pains.The growing troupe left the church in recent weeks and is
seeking a new home in Astoria, the Queens community across
the East River from Manhattan. Executive director Sue Scannell
and artistic director Brian Swasey said in a statement they are
"in search of a venue where we will have use of facilities during
daytime hours in order to increase our work with vouth and
seniors. We will continue to provide our popular evening and
weekend Equity Showcase stage productions...”

On May 11-12 the troupe opened its doors to give away items
and materials it had acquired. Other materials were put in

storage.

APAC thanked "the Presbyterian Church of Astoria, the
community and local legisiators of Queens for the tremendous
amount of support shown over the years. After a short hiatus we
will be back eager and ready to continue to serve you allt”

Swasey told Playbili.com that New York City Council Member
Peter Vallone Jr. has helped secure funds for the company and
that the plan is to stay in Vallone's district, which includes

Astoria.

Performances were made possible with funds from Peter Vallone
Jr., Assembly Member Margaret Markey, The Port Authority of
NY & NI, the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the
New York State Council on the Arts, administered by the Queens
Council on the Arts and the JP Morgan Chase Arts and Culture
Regrants Program, the Kiwanis Club of Astoria/LIC, the
Ravenswood Lions Club, the New York Department of Cultural
Affairs, The Port Authority of NY & NJ and the support of
Assemblyman Michael Gianaris, Community Board i, Kaufman
Astoria Studios, Tom LaRocca, Material for the Arts and the
Astoria/LIC Community.

In its four years, APAC has presented cabaret shows, revivals,
Shakespeare and new works by Queens playwrights.

Send gucstions and comments to the Webmaster
Copyright © 2002 Playbiil, Inc. Al Rights Reserved.
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APAC Loses Lease, Gets_
New Executive Director

RY LINDA J. WILSON _
In spite of the fact that the Astoria Performing
" Arts Center (APAC) has lost its lease at the
Astoria Presbyterian Church, the four-year-old
theater group is looking forward to a new season
of big doings with the guidance of a new execu-
tive director. Taryn Drongowski, a three-year
resident of Astoria, took over the executive direc-
tor position recently. Founder Susan Scannell
will serve as president of the board of directors
and Brian Swasey continues as APAC artistic
director.

Drongowski is a native of Akron, Ohio and
that state’s capital, Columbus. She atiended
Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio and comes to
APAC with a background in funding, marketing
and administration garnered at the Social
Science Research Council, a nonprofit organiza-
tion with headguarters in New York City and
Washington, D.C. She received her theatrical
taining al Kenyon and at the Atlantic Theater
Company Acting School, The last named, found-
ed in 1983, is both a private conservatory and an
undergraduate program in conjunction with New
York University.

Drongowski met Scannell through Jeffrey
Rosenstock, exccutive director of Queens
Theater In the Park. 1 got to know APAC and
thought it was a good fit for what both of us
wanted to do.” she said. Besides her duties as
president of the APAC board of directors,
Scannell will work with the group’s youth and
outreach programs while Drongowski assumes
the day-to-day duties of executive director and
“guiding us along our exciting road to future
growth and service in the community,”
Scannell’s announcement of Drongowski’s
appointment said. Drongowski was less san-
guine. “There are all sorts of exciting possibili-
ties.” she said. *1 feel like a newlywed,”

Drongowski finds the prospect of heading a
nomadic theater group an especially intriguing
one. “This is one of the most exciting projects
without a venue I've ever seen,” she said. “We're
trying to find different venues for our different
projects.”

Those different projects are clustered under
the heading “Astoria Delivers!” and Drongowski
thinks the idea of theater coming to an audience
instead of an audience coming to a theater is rife
with possibilities. One of the projects APAC will
be delivering, for example, is nurturing new tal-
cnt within the neighborhood’s many facilities for
senior citizens. “We have our children’s pro-
gram, ‘Summer Stars,’ and we're working on a
similar program for seniors,” she explained.
Through Vocal Ease, Musical Director Eva Swan
is bringing a troupe of singers to three Asloria
Senior Centers, including the Steinway Senior
Center. Other centers will be determined. In the
Senior Stars program, Scannell, as musical direc-
tor, will offer free musical theater training (o
Astoria's seniors. Seven weeks of training will
culminate in one performance, showcasing
Astoria’s senior talent. Potential venues include
restaurants, .

“Ip's always exciting to build a child’s self-
esteem and foster their professional develop-
ment, but there’s a lot of untapped potential in
our senior citizens, too,” Drongowski said. “This
way, they won't have to be their own producers,”
she added.

The first of APAC’s two programs for chil-
dren is “Game Day” by playwright Michelle
Doucet, An original show for children that tells
the story of Bobby, a boy who wants to be a
cheerleader and his best friend Katie, who wants
10 be a football player, “Game Day” shows how
they decide to help each other prove 1o everyonc
that girls and boys can be who they want to be
and teach everyone not to judge a book by its
cover. APAC will bring a total of five perform-
ances to local day care centers (including
Adventure Land Day Care Center on 33rd Street
between Broadway and 31st Avenue and local

The second of APAC’s children’s programs is
Summer Stars 2006, now in its third year.
Director Gina Holland will lead 30 students in
grades 4 through 8 at Astoria schools through six
summer Saturdays of musical and theatrical
training. Their efforts will culminate in two per-
formances of a showcase. Rehearsal and per-
formance locations are to be determined.

The eight-week Summer Stars program gives
the children who participate valuable theatrical
experience while they have fun doing it. Summer
Stars will run on summer Saturdays from 10 a.m.
10 4 p.m. Exact dates and times have not yet been
scheduled for the coming year.

Parents of children between the ages of 8 and
13 who have expressed an interest in Summer
Stars should contact APAC at PO. Box 195, 34-
23 Steinway St., Astoria 11101, 917-566-0969.
APAC will, in tum, contact parents when the
2006 audition schedule for the 2006 Summer
Star project is being set.

Summer Stars is free of charge, thanks to
funding from the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, HBO, and Chase.

APAC is also planning a “big musical,”

“according to Drongowski, to be directed by

Atistic Director Brian Swasey. “I'm excited
about that—TI've never seen one of Brian's
works,” Drongowski said. The musical will have
nine performances, so far, tentatively scheduled
for LS. 126 in Long Island City

Choreographer Jacqueline Young will pres-
ent dancers from the Push Factor dance compa-
ny in three performances to be held in local
Astoria high schools. “This is one of the most
ambitious projects we’ve undertaken, especially
without & venue,” Drongowski said.

Walter Jalbert wrote, produced, and per-
formed “Caruso”, a one-hour, one-man educa-
tional, historical theatrical work celebrating the
life of one of the fathers of modem day record-
ing artists, Enrico Caruso. The work includes
live operatic tenor singing as well as drama.
There will be three performances of “Caruso” in
local Astoria high schools, and at local civic
associations. *
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TARYN DRONGOWSKI

Special projects manager at non-profit Social
Science Research Council and new executive di-
rector of the Astoria Performing Arts Center
Inc. (apacny.org).

| BIOGRAPHY

| 26 and a native of Columbus, Ohio. Graduate of
|| Kenyon College. Moved to New York City in
2001 and continued her studies at the Atlantic
| Theater Company Acting School on West 16th
| Street in Manhattan. Single and lives in Astoria.

| GOAL

| “To create a permanent institution in Astoria
| | that is considered a landmark in the neighbor-
hood and the New York theater in general. I
want something that celebrates and enriches the
community at the same time. Every production
we do is sort of a love letter to the neighbor-
hood, but it is also an attraction that brings peo-
/| ple in. As a resident of Astoria, I love introduc-
| ing people to the neighborhood. To say that it is
multicultural is a real understatement. And it’s
not so much a blending of these cultures, but
having them loudly expressed right next to each
other. There is a vibrant nightlife that I think a
theater could add to.” |

TUESDAY, OCT. 18, 2005 | CITY EDITION

FOCUS
“We don't have a permanent home as of yet, but
1| we received capital funding from the New York
| City Department of Cultural Affairs and [City
/il Councilman] Peter Vallone Jr. [D-Astoria] for
the purchase of a space in Astoria. It’s not
|| enough — we need to raise the rest of the
/| money — but it’s a start. At the same time we
| have a full season of shows going on, including
two that are oriented toward youth. One is an
original children’s show that we will bring to
day care centers, parks and churches. Another is
the 2006 Summer Stars program, which gives
/| musical training to kids. This year we're also’
| starting Senior Stars!, a program that brings mu-
|| sical theater training to seniors.”

COMMITMENT
“APAC truly values the artists. It's a really nurtur-
ing organization and every production brings a dif-
ferent group of people together. APAC has always
treated the performers, writers and directors with
an amazing amount of respect and, in response, it
puts on the highest quality productions. I love the
artistic processes that goes on in the theater, and
whether you're an amateur or a pro, young or old,
the process is essentially the same. That’s why it’s
so gratifying to be contributing to the organization
and, in turn, to Astoria.”

Knicks

WWW.NYNEWSDAY.COM
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APPRDACHES T0
THEATRE TRA | NG -

succeeded Susan Scannell

as executive director of the
Astoria Performing Arts
Center this past October.
Scannell, th_ founded

the center to provide high
quahtythean:cat anaf-
fordable cost forlocal ~
communities in Qucens
will remain on the board of
directors. Drongowski will
tor of new programming.
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Busicals101.com

The Cyber Encyclopedia of
Musical Theatre, TV and Film

Forever Plaid

Astoria Performing Arts Center (APAC)
Astoria, NY - May 2006

Reviewed by John Kenrick

Ryan J. Ratliff, Shad Olsen, Frederick Hamilton and Joseph Torello in APAC's Forever Plaid.
Most any theatre company can stage an enjoyable revival of an established hit, but it is a rare thing indeed to find a
revival that actually matches the excitement and energy of the original -- and that is exactly what the Astoria
Performing Arts Center is offering in its superb new production of Forever Plaid. What makes it all the more delicious
is that they are doing this in a Queens basement. Yes, great theatre can happen anywhere!

Its been a challenging year for this spunky little theatre company, which has kept up an ambitious production schedule
despite administrative changes and the loss of its longtime theatre. APAC's current performing home is a cellar theatre
in a townhouse right beside the Triborough Bridge -- the sort of cozy, improvised space where off-Broadway
companies used to work magic in days gone by. Well, thanks to APAC, the spirit of those days lives again, and the
result is two of the jolliest hours I've spent in any theatre this year.

Stuart Ross's Forever Plaid is deceptively simple. A male pop quartet killed in a 1964 car crash (en route to their first
professional gig) has been stuck ever since in some kind of limbo. They return to earth for one night only, in order to
give their concert and fulfill their dream, filling the stage with hokey comedy, endearing personal revelations, and tons
of gorgeous close-harmony singing. Filled with classic period hits ("Three Coins in the Fountain," "Rags to Riches")
and bolstered by affectionate tributes to such cultural icons as Ed Sullivan and Perry Como, Forever Plaid is a sure-fire
audience pleaser for most any age group. As a result, many amateur and professional productions have assumed that all
this show requires is four good singers and some accompaniment -- quite forgetting that the long-running original
roduction relied on creative staging and performers with extraordinary comic instincts.

he men of Forever Plaid show off their long dreamt-of LP covers.

Fellow Plaid fans will be delighted to learn that APAC puts this loveable show back into top-notch working order.
Director Brian J. Swasey has the good sense to respect the key routines built into the show, but he goes the extra mile
by throwing in plenty of ingenious touches and selecting a cast of gifted singing actors. No "going through the
motions" here -- this is as real and fresh as a brand new hit. With solid support from musical director Jeffrey Campos,
a simple but handsome set by Ryann D. Lee, and extremely creative lighting by Erik J. Michael, Swasey & company
deliver a swift-paced, utterly disarming Forever Plaid.

The four fictional troubadours is given a clear and unmedlately recognizable personality, and each gets ample
opportunities to shine. By the final number, you feel a genuine affection for this quartet, and a genuine regret that the
fun is ending. (And when was the last time that you really regretted that a show was over?) Every cast member is a
potential show-stealer, so its a good thing they are evenly matched. Frederick Hamilton is a handsome and hilarious
Frankie, Joseph Torello makes the bass-singing Smudge a loveable teddy bear, Ryan J. Ratliff is an adorable and
daffy Jinx, and Shad Olsen is irresistible and charming as Sparky. I watched an audience that ranged in age from
seniors to school kids fall head over heels in love with this show and give this cast that rarest of honors -- a genuine,
cheering, standing ovation at a neighborhood theatre.

What a pity APAC's Forever Plaid only runs for three weeks -- otherwise, I would go back time and again just to revel
in it all. Kudos to APAC for carrying on its six year tradition of quality theatre in Astoria. Would that all of the outer
boroughs could boast productions as delightful as this! This production is sceduled to close on May 14, 2006.
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Mirador cultural

ARTE Y CULTURA - 06/04/2006

La voz de Caruso. The Astoria Performing Arts
Center (APAC) presenta un show unipersonal con
Walter Jalbert que explora la vida y la obra de Enrico
Caruso los dias 8, 10 y 11 de junio. Jalbert
interpretara muchas de las arias favoritas de Caruso,
‘mientras explora el colorido legado y la pasion por el
arte del gran cantante. 27-18 Hoyt Avenue South
Astoria. Junio 8 y 10 a las 8:00 p.m. Junio 11 a las
6:00 p.m, Costo: $15. Informes y entradas en 718-
393-7505 or e-mail tickets@apacny.org.



The Astoria Performing Arts Center presents “The. Game
Plan;™ a children’s show that promotes acceptance-and. . . -
tolerance: It portrays:Bobby, who wants’to bea cheerlead- -
er,-and his friend Katie, whe:wants to'playfootball. They
support each other and prove that girls and boys can be
who they want and that others shouldn't judgethem. The
' free:show, at:2. p.m.tGmorrow, is at the Steinway Re-.. -
formed Church, 21-65 41st St. at Ditmars Boulevard in . >
. Astoria. Call 718-393-7505, or visit www.apacny.erg. .

TIMES /.

Arts & Entertainment zﬂéalendar

06/22/2006
Kids

The Game Plan - The Astoria Performing Arts Center presents
an original children's show to encourage acceptance and
toleramce of others. Jumne 24, 2 p.m. Free. The Steinway
Reformed Church, 21-65 4l1st St. at Ditmars Boulevard,

Astoria.









: A_PAC celebrates_ run of
community entertainment

During the 2004-2005 season, APAC performed “Lucky Stiff.”

Y JESSICA LYONS
Jjlyons@queenscourier.com

The Astoria Performing Arts Center (APAC) is
slebrating five years of bringing quality,
ffordable entertainment to area residents.
Following a career as a television actress,
ue Scannell eventually started working with
aildren at a local school and came up with
1e idea of creating a summer theatre program
or children. When the students didn't quite
ike to it, she decided to form an adult theatre
rogram instead.

“I really think APAC was meant to be,”
cannell said. -

As she began:to form the organization,
thich was founded in 2001, she received a
reat deal of support from local residents,
usinesses and her friends.

Three years after its founding, APAC
wnched Summer Stars, a free, seven-week
rogram for children, This past summer, for
1e first time it held a similar program for
:nior citizens called Senior Stars. They also
ffer programming to promote new works.
Scannell, who describes herself as a “proud
1ama” when it comes to APAC, retired from
1e organization due to health problems. She
7as recently recognized for her efforts during

a celebration held Wednesday, September 20.

“APAC would not be where it is today
without her hard work and endless dedication
to making her dream a reality,” said Brian
Swasey, APAC's artistic director who has been
with the organization since its inception.

Taryn Drongowski became the executive
director in August of 2005 and was described
by Scannell as “the answer to our prayers."
Drongowski said that she immediately
discovered the vast growth of APAC.

“When 1 became familiar with the
organization in the summer of 2005, I was
astonished with what they had accomplished

in four years,” she said. “It gave me an

indicaﬁolhlof the kind of pace that APAC has.”
Councilfmember Peter Vallone, Jr. has been a
longtime supporter of APAC. He met Scannell
on the street and said that he could tell any
project she was involved in would be a
success. Vallone said that it was only recently
that Astoria began to get more cultural
activities and described APAC as being at the
forefront of that effort while also saying that
he is proud of the organization.

Scannell said that her hope is to one day see
a “mini-Lincoln Center” in Astoria. Funding
has been secured to create a performing arts
center, although those involved are still

FPhoto courtesy APAC

looking for a building to purchase or one
where they could enter into a long-term lease.

“We've been lucky enough to secure §$i
million, which has been sitting in the budget
for three years now as we attempt to locate a
space,” said Vallone, who participated in an
APAC show as an actor when they performed
shows written by children. “If anyone has any
ideas, we're open to them.”

Drongowski said, “Once you have four walls,
you can do so much.”

APAC will continue with its 2006/2007 -
performance season in October and November
with “Picasso at the Lapin Agile” by Steve
Martin. Performances of the show will take
place on October 27 and 28 and November 3,
4, 10 and 11 at 8 p.m. and October 29,
November 5 and 12 at 6 p.m. It will take place
at The Variety Boys and Girls Club of Queens,
which is located ‘at 21-12 30th Road in Long
Island City.

In May, APAC will perform the musical
comedy “A New Brain™ by William Finn. Shows
will be May 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 and 19 at 8 p.m. and
May 6, 13 and 20 at 6 p.m. The location for the
performances has yet to be determined.

For more information on the Astoria
Performing Arts Center, visit www.apacny.org

NOILI3S LNO-TIN

or call 718-393-7505.
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APAC Presents: Stories in Song

It's Friday evening. A late summer

lownpour hasn't dampened-the spirits
f APAC’s talented singers and their
oyal audience. The cabaret at Mezzo-

Aezzo, 31-29 Ditmars Blvd. i in Astoria i is
heir venue: The intimate setting is

‘nhanced by a fireplace, rustic
tonework and a castle watchtower that
erves as the mini-
tage’s backdrop.
Directed by Brian
iwasey, the
vening offers a
eries of crisp musi-
al stories by four
‘oung, talented
ingers. Guided by

y without change of costume but wit
owerful characterizations. Selections
re unusual, with two songs written by
aembers of the show.

Michael Marcotte is convincing as he
ings wild-eyed about the Jerusale_m

inced they are bona fide’ Br.bllcal char-
cters. Joining in the tongue-in-cheek
1adness are Kimberly Chesser and
arah Orr. The next scene introduces
‘had Olsen who portrays a victim of this
1alady serenadmg another pﬂgmn, '

1atter what _your emotional baggage.

Lyrics such as “I don’t need Xanadu...I
don’t need angels in disguise...to love
you any more than I do” reveal a wel-
come maturity beyond the youthful
singer’s years. _

Wisely, the foursome abandons ' the
microphone as the program progresses.
The two final songs, “The Smallest
Hope,” ‘and
“Worthy of the
Crown” boasting
music by Campos
yrics by Olsen
re better when
-not overwhelmed
by - electronics.

deliveries  bring
“Kea’s Ark,”
“Waiting for Ben,”
“Irresistible” and

"}uey Runs” to an appreciative audi-

ence. After just an hour, more than a
dozen melodies have heen shared with
honesty and integrity. APAC’s autumn

--season has begun with class and charis-

ma.
The Astoria Performing Arts Center is

celebrating five years as a member of

Queens’ creative community.

Overall, they are unmistakably in thc
vanguard of youthful, energetic and

passionate performers who will continue
o stnve for exccllence until their voic-
: and beyond!

: coming s chedule As always,

save me a seat on the aisle.

Other impressive
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- ' ) Astoria Troupe Finds New Home at Boys & Girls
- Club

By Kenneth Jones
October 24, 2006

< The Astoria Perfofming Arts Center (APAC) in Queens has a new
home for its latest production: The Variety Boys & Girls Club of
Queens.

The ﬁ\ief-year—old~ theatre began in a church gym in Astoria,
across the East River from Manhattan. The troupe recently
began a search for permanent new digs.

The Broccoli Theater space within the Variety B & G Club was
recommended to them, artistic director Brian Swasey told
Playbill.com. APAC will oﬁ"er Steve Martin's P;casso at the Lapin
Agl{e there Oct. 27-Nov. 12. ,

”APAC and the Variety Boys & Girls Club have many mutual
friends, including Council Member Peter Vallone Jr., who secured
funding for Picasso,™ said APAC executive director Taryn
Drongowski, in a statement. "I was really impressed when I first
walked into the Broccoli Theater, and when [APAC's producing
artistic director] Brian Swasey confirmed for me that the space
would more than meet the needs of the production, and the
Variety B & G's Club executive director Tracie Van Dina and
director of performing arts Adam Herzig were supportive of us
producing there, it all just came together for us.™

APAC looks forward to continuing the new friendship through the
spring. APAC's mainstage programming has always been
complemented with community outreach efforts, including
theatre training for children. '

*"There are many natural ways for the two organizations to
collaborate, and we look forward to discovering them, and
making something great happen,” Swasey said.

The Variety B & G Club is at 21-12 30th Road in Astoria. For
more information, visit www.apacny.org.

E 3

Given its proximity to Manhattan, the relatively low rents in the
borough, and the access to cheap and fast mass transit, Queens
has remarkably few profess:onai Equ:ty theatre operating in its

" borders.

Send questions and comments to the Webmaster
Copyright © 2002 Playbill, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/print/102957 html
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